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I hope everyone has recovered from conven-

tion. It’s hard to talk about convention without 

remembering the joy and friendship that so 

many attendees shared. Of course, we don’t go 

to our conventions to not enjoy ourselves— we 

go to them to renew old friendships, make new 

ones, and work on the organization’s business 

that keeps us running smoothly. We did all that 

and more. In addition, we saw many familiar 

faces and many new faces. Our new chapters 

were well represented; an entire platoon of 

Musicians from Chapter 121 played at every 

event. All event goers enjoyed the music and 

clapped along to many fan favorites. 

At registration, members received a beautiful 

bag of many very cool items, including a light-

up drink cup, Mary Kay lotion, and many 

helpful items. Chapter 68 procured bags and 

their contents from the Department of Veterans 

Affairs, found a driver to haul the bags to 

Virginia, and assembled them in our Hospitality 

Room. The Convention Book editor was Beth 

Johnson, also from Chapter 68. She completed 

the book with such care that it required almost 

no edits during the Board of Director’s meeting 

or the first business meeting. Our registration 

guru was Patty Zagata, also the convention 

treasurer. Her spreadsheets were a thing of 

beauty. 

Our Company Party had a call-and-response 

reading and great music. The members 

enjoyed the delicious food and lovely table 

decorations that Chapter 94 provided. This 

year, we had a garden goose as our mascot, 

named Gen. Elizabeth Goosington, a homage 

to our own Gen. Hoisington. Gen. Goosington 

wore a cord skirt and blouse with an overseas 

hat and, of course, her one-star rank. Many 

members happily took their picture with the 

General, and some even tried to be a bad 

influence on her with beer and cigarettes. (You 

know who you are.) It was all in lighthearted 

fun. Pictured (to the 

right) with the 

General is MAL Co-

Chair Lisa Tepas. 

Our Pallas Athene 

Luncheon, hosted by 

the Past National 

Presidents, was a 

great gathering that 

had a beautiful 

Athena. She walked 

from table to table, 

honoring each with a 

bow. She is a member of the Musicians 

Chapter. The guest speaker, Jeanne Pace, who 

is the bandmaster for the Musicians, enlisted 

into the WAC in 1972, and served in the Army 

for over 40 years. 

A Message from Your President: Convention Highlights 

Musician’s Chapter 121 Cheryl Wason (our Athena) admir-
ing the real Pallas Athene at the Army Women’s Memorial. 
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We condensed the length of our business 

meeting to allow enough time to attend the 

Army Women’s Museum tour and reception. 

The museum staff and the Friends of the Army 

Women’s Museum gave us all an afternoon to 

remember. 

Chaplain Sean Habina beautifully conducted 

our Memorial Service. The event was well 

attended, and everyone was respectful. Our 

Honor Guard professionally performed their 

duties with precision throughout the meetings 

and meals. We are very lucky to have them. 

We scheduled the Memorial Service at 8 a.m. 

and had our President’s Luncheon at 11 a.m. 

to allow people to catch an earlier flight rather 

than waiting for the last flight. This allowed 

more members to attend all the events and 

then depart for home. 

The Executive Board hosted this convention. 

They, in addition to their regular duties, had to 

plan and execute a convention for everyone to 

attend. We are extremely grateful for Chapters 

94 and 121 who took on the Company Party, 

the Past National Presidents who planned and 

staffed the Pallas Athene Luncheon, and 

Chapter 33 who took on the President’s 

Luncheon. These events don’t just happen by 

themselves. They required careful planning, 

coordination, and a clear vision for the entire 

convention. Thank you to those who stepped 

up and helped with this convention. A special 

thanks goes out to Chapter 3 members Beth 

Carpenter and Belinda DiSario and friends 

Milana and Nanci, who staffed the Hospitality 

Room, kept it stocked, sold raffle tickets, and 

helped with registration. Chapters donated the 

baskets as a way of helping to raise money for 

this convention. 

After reviewing the evaluation sheets, I was 

particularly struck by a few comments. Some-

one commented that variety of baskets on 

which to bid was limited. My suggestion is that 

these people can make baskets to donate for 

the next convention. Another person remarked 

that the food was not to their taste. We can’t 

please everyone, but before you criticize, 

please remember that we are all volunteers 

doing the best we can. You are more than 

welcome to host a convention yourself or run for 

office and give it your best try. It’s a lot easier to 

tear down than it is to build up. Most of the 

comments, however, were positive. Almost 

everyone liked that we moved the meetings 

quickly along, completing the organization’s 

business either on time or early. 

Our Executive Board and Board of Directors 

are ready to lead this organization through this 

next fiscal year. Our goals are to revamp our 

National Brochure and the forms used for each 

committee and to simplify website instructions 

for our members for online posting. We are 

looking at revamping our mission statement 

and our preamble. Do you have any ideas? Let 

me know. I look forward to working as your 

President for the upcoming year. Thank you for 

the privilege. 

In Sisterhood of Service, 

Darlene Hemmingsen 
National President 

National President’s Message: Convention Highlights (cont) 
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What a wonderful National Convention! Thank 

you to everyone who attended, volunteered, 

and helped make it such a success. 

Congratulations to Jeanne Pace, Musician 

Chapter 121, the top donator to our Scholar-

ship Fund, earning the honor of naming our 

Membership Eagle. Thank you Jeanne for 

your generosity and support of our Scholarship 

Fund. We will officially reveal the eagle’s new 

name at next year’s National Convention. 

Membership growth continues to be one of our 

top priorities. Altogether, we can promote 

WACVA-AWU by sharing the many benefits of 

membership with Army women veterans when-

ever the opportunity arises. Every conversa-

tion, connection, and invitation helps strength-

en our organization and ensures that WACVA-

AWU continues to grow for future generations. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Marie O’Brien 
National 2nd Vice President  

Ladies, 

I want to thank everyone who supported and/or 

attended the Women’s Army Corps Veterans’ 

Association—Army Women United (WACVA-

AWU) 79th Annual National Convention in 

Chester, Virginia. We were able to conduct our 

procedural business responsibilities efficiently, 

enabling our visit to the Army Women’s Muse-

um on Fort Lee and sufficient time to catch up 

with old friends. If you have not yet submitted 

your convention evaluation, please either check 

your email (on 4 August 2026) from Linda Emer-

son wacvatreasurer@yahoo.com with a subject 

line “Convention Evaluation” to submit electroni-

cally or mail the hard copy to the following: 

Amy J. Parker 

1824 Sourwood Drive 

Woodruff, SC 29388 

Your feedback is essential to improve future 

conventions. 

Very respectively, 

Amy J. Parker, National 1st Vice President 
and 2026 Convention Co-Chair 

1st Vice President’s Message 2nd Vice President’s Message 

mailto:mailtowacvatreasurer@yahoo.com
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$$$ Treasurer’s Report $$$ 

Howdy, Army Sisters! 

It was a delight to see many of you at conven-

tion. Thank you for the business meeting at-

tendees approving the budget. Please find the 

bud on page 7 of this THE CHANNEL. 

Please notice that the budget is streamlined. 

Many activities are increasing in cost in daily 

life. If the need to increase any line in the 

budget occurs over the upcoming fiscal year, I 

will address the concern with the Executive 

Board and Board of Directors. If necessary, we 

will discuss and make appropriate decisions. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Linda Emerson 
National Treasurer 

I am grateful to serve as National Honor Guard 

Captain for a second term. 

This year’s convention in Chester, Virginia, 

was a challenge because it was my first con-

vention as captain. Using their experience and 

expertise, all the honor guard members worked 

together as a team to assist me. This team in-

cluded Lieutenant Renee Jackson, Jo Ellan 

(Jodi) Arie, Robin Benkart, Jacqueline 

Broadnax, Georg Cleverley, Jeannette Davis, 

Tonya Gray-Scarbrough, Angelina Jolly, Linda 

Jolly, Shelia Smith, and Janis Wheat. Thank 

you for your dedication and long hours to make 

it work. 

Tonya Gray-Scarbrough was voted in as Lieu-

tenant of the Honor Guard. I look forward to 

working with her. 

At this year’s convention, Robin Benkart was 

awarded a certificate for five years of service. 

Job well done Robin! Two of our veteran honor 

Honor Guard Report 

guards retired and received certificates of re-

tirement. Lorenza (Lori) Wysong served 33 

years, and Joan Weinkauf served 32 years. 

Thank you Lori and Joan for setting the stand-

ards for us to follow. 

I am looking forward to the Veterans Day cere-

monies in November and Memorial Day in May. 

Both are in Washington, DC, with President 

Darlene Hemmingsen and two honor guards 

(as flag bearers) attending. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 

the National Honor Guard, please contact me, 

Christine (Chris) Saffell, at 847-274-0139 (cell) 

or csafalaska@att.net. You can also find the 

application on https://www.armywomen.org/. 

Thank you and take care. 

Christine Saffell 
National Honor Guard Captain 

“Join us on Facebook at Women’s Army Corps 
Veterans’ Association—Army Women United!” 

Go to our updated website at 
www.armywomen.org for Convention  
information, forms, member information, and 
more! 

Loved One Passing 

Marcella M. Matthews sister of Joe Ann CV 

Gaytan, Chapter 76, passed 30 July 2026 in 

Parker, Colorado. Services to be announced 

later in Colorado.  

mailto:csafalaska@att.net
https://www.armywomen.org/
http://www.armywomen.org
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WACVA-AWU 
Approved FY26 Budget vs. Actual Approved FY27 Budget 
FY26: July 2025–June 2026; FY27: July 2026–June 2027 
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Community Projects and Funds 

Sheree Bigge 
National Community Projects Chair 

mailto:sheree.bigge@gmail.com
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Angela Huth 
National Parliamentarian 

Parliamentary Perspective 

mailto:alhuth@comcast.net
mailto:Enderle.kimberly.a.enderle@gmail.com
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Before describing the events of the 79th Annual 

National Convention, I would like to mention first 

that the Executive Board did a fantastic job in 

hosting. Upon arrival, attendees were warmly 

welcomed by everyone encountered. First-time 

attendees reported feeling right at home. 

The Hospitality room provided a variety of Army-

themed items in swag bags and had many raffle 

gifts for fundraising, along with snack 

items. Chapter leaders helped first-time at-

tendees by offering guidance and explaining the 

scheduled activities. Board members empha-

sized the need for participating and volunteering 

and many attendees stepped up. We had a very 

enthusiastic and engaged group of 11 MALs 

who attended the many activities. 

During the Business meetings, voting members 

thoroughly reviewed and discussed proposed 

changes in the organization’s bylaws. In addi-

tion, some details concerning the next two an-

nual conventions for 2027 (Jacksonville, FL) and 

2028 (location to be determined) were dis-

cussed. Further details will be provided later. 

Attendees had the pleasure of outstanding mu-

sic provided by the band members of Musician 

Chapter 121 throughout the convention. On Fri-

day evening, we saw a great turnout for a lively 

Company Party. Members joined together in 

conga lines and also danced to our favorite 

songs of old, demonstrating the benefits of Army 

physical fitness. 

On Saturday, “Pallas Athene” arrived in full 

dress and graced the Pallas Athene Luncheon 

attendees with her presence as the Greek God-

dess of Peace and War, as well as the iconic 

symbol of the Women’s Army Corps (WAC). Her 

comments reflected the strength of our uni-

ty. The guest speaker at the luncheon was CW5 

Jeanne Y. Pace, who is the last member of the 

former WAC Band. She shared her insightful 

and inspirational 43-year Army career of contin-

ued service, giving us a rare glimpse into the 

Army’s service support operations. Then after 

the luncheon, convention attendees enjoyed a 

welcoming visit to the Army Women’s Museum 

at Ft Lee, where we were gifted with choice of a 

keepsake t-shirt or hat.  

Sunday brought us together to the Memorial 

Service honoring our members who passed 

away in the last year. Chapter representatives 

paid tribute as names were shared and remem-

bered. The presence of our professional Honor 

Guard team further demonstrated our collective 

respect and honor for these Army women.  

After the memorial, we attended the Presidents’ 

Luncheon and fundraising auction, which includ-

ed General Elizabeth Goosington, the WAC 

stuffed goose. She looked sharp in her “cord” 

uniform, which was enjoyed by all. Bidding was 

spirited and competitive, resulting in a success-

ful event.  

Overall, the success of the convention was seen 

each day in the energetic connections (old and 

new), spirited conversations, and joyful camara-

derie. I once mentioned that Lisa (MAL co-chair) 

and I wanted the MALs to be more visible in the 

organization. Our wish was granted. Two mem-

bers volunteered to be co-chairs on the stand-

ing/special committees. 

The MALs also agreed to host the Pallas Athene 

Luncheon for the 2027 National Convention in 

Jacksonville, Florida. And even better yet, we 

also agreed to host the 2028 National Conven-

tion in Indiana. This convention will be the first 

in WAC history that the MALS will host. And with 

the advantage of having more lead time than 

most hosting chapters, I believe we will have a 

highly successful convention. 

Thank you for sending me your Community Pro-

ject Reports. Altogether, we accumulated 3,679 

volunteer hours and donated $7,900. Start now 

for the 2027 reports. 

Thank you for your continued support and op-

portunity to be the MAL Chair for another year. 

Mabel “Bootsy” Pruett 
MAL Chair 

Members-at-Large News 
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The Convention Body considered a total of sev-

enteen (17) amendments to bylaws and one (1) 

amendments to the standing rules during the 

2026 Annual Convention. Fifteen (15) amend-

ments to the bylaws were adopted, two (2) were 

not adopted. The one (1) amendment to the 

standing rules was adopted. 

As a reminder requests to amend the bylaws 

should be submitted to the Chair of the Bylaws 

Committee annually no later than 1 April. In 

2026, a total of nine (9) proposed amendments 

to the bylaws were received prior to 1 April. 

These nine were published in the May–June 

2026 edition of THE CHANNEL on pp. 10–12. 

All nine (9) of the proposed amendments 

were adopted. 

Two (2) additional preconvention amendments 

were received by the Chair of the Bylaws Com-

mittee after the 1 April 2026 suspense, but prior 

to 1 June 2026. These proposed amendments 

below were published in the Convention Book 

on pp. 26–27. 

Proposed Amendment #10 – ARTICLE IX – 

STANDING COMMITTEES, AND SPECIAL 

COMMITTEES. As written: Section 9 – Nomi-

nating Committee, … Paragraph c. The Wom-

en's Army Corps Veterans’ Association Scholar-

ships have been established to recognize rela-

tives of Army service women. These scholar-

ships are based upon academic achievement 

and leadership as expressed through co-

curricular activities and community involvement. 

Two (2) scholarships will be given annually to 

graduating high school seniors. … 

Proposed rewrite: The number of annual 

scholarships and the amount of each award giv-

en to graduating high school seniors will be in 

accordance with the Standing Rules.  

Justification: This information conflicts with the 

guidance in the standing rules. Paragraph 

should simply refer to the standing rules (rule 

#9). The amendment was adopted. 

Proposed Amendment #11 – ARTICLE IX - 

STANDING COMMITTEES, AND SPECIAL 

COMMITTEES. As written: Section 1 The 

Standing Committees of the National Associa-

tion shall be: Bylaws, Community Projects, Con-

vention, Finance and Investment, Grievance, 

Internal Review, Nominating, Pallas Athene 

Awards and Scholarships, Parliamentarian, Edi-

tor of THE CHANNEL, MAL, Publicity, Service 

Information Officer, VA-CDCE Representative, 

and the Webmaster. Special Committees shall 

be appointed as required. Subparagraph a. The 

Board of Directors shall annually nominate indi-

viduals to fill vacancies on Standing and Special 

Committees during the final Board of Directors 

meeting prior to the National Convention. 

Proposed rewrite: a. The Board of Directors 

shall annually nominate individuals to fill vacan-

cies on Standing Committees during the final 

Board of Directors meeting prior to the National 

Convention. 

Justification. Special Committees exist only 

when needed, for specific tasks, and should be 

appointed by the President with Executive 

Board oversight. Article IX Section 16 covers 

Special Committee appointments. An amend-

ment to the amendment was proposed to elimi-

nate the word annually. The amended amend-

ment reads: a. The Board of Directors shall 

nominate individuals to fill vacancies on Stand-

ing Committees during the final Board of Direc-

tors meeting prior to the National Convention. 

The amendment to the amendment was 

adopted and the amended amendment was 

subsequently adopted. 

Two additional preconvention amendments 

were received preconvention in June and July 

2026. These two changes were distributed to 

members of the Board of Directors (BOD) at the 

Preconvention BOD meeting on 30 July 2026. 

Proposed Amendment #12 - ARTICLE VI – 

OFFICERS. As written: 

Section 1 The elected officers of the National 

Bylaws Committee Postconvention Report 
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Association shall be: President, First Vice Presi-

dent, Second Vice President, Recording Secre-

tary, Treasurer, Chaplain and Sergeant-at-

Arms. Each of the officers shall hold office for 

one year or until a successor is elected or ap-

pointed. Section 2 No national officer, with the 

exception of Treasurer, shall serve in the same 

office for more than three (3) consecutive terms. 

Six months shall be considered a term in deter-

mining eligibility for reelection. The Treasurer 

may serve an unlimited number of terms, but 

must be reelected on an annual basis. 

Proposed rewrite: Section 1 The elected offic-

ers of the National Association shall be: Presi-

dent, First Vice President, Second Vice Presi-

dent, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain 

and Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Section 2 Each of the officers shall hold office 

for a term of 1 year. If an officer is appointed six 

(6) months of service shall be considered a 

term. All officers must be reelected on an annual 

basis. No national officer, with the exception of 

Treasurer, shall serve in the same office for 

more than four (4) consecutive terms. The treas-

urer may serve an unlimited number of terms, 

but must be reelected on an annual basis. 

Justification: Some of the offices (especially 

president) should be open to the same person 

continuing to serve if they are willing and able. It 

is such a large learning curve and prohibiting 

someone from continuing to serve (if they are 

willing to do so) might be doing our organization 

a great disservice. The amendment was not 

adopted. 

Proposed Amendment #13 – ARTICLE X – 

NATIONAL CONVENTION. As written: Section 

8 Paragraph c. Delegate representation of 

chapters and members-at-large shall be based 

on membership (dues paid to the National 

Treasurer) as of 30 June according to the fol-

lowing formula. 

Six (6) to twenty-five (25) authorized two (2) 

delegates and two (2) alternates. 

Twenty-six (26) to forty-five (45) authorized 

three (3) delegates and three (3) alternates. 

Forty-six (46) to sixty-five (65) authorized four 

(4) delegates and four (4) alternates. 

Sixty-six (66) to eighty-five (85) authorized five 

(5) delegates and five (5) alternates. 

Eighty-six (86) to one hundred five (105) author-

ized six (6) delegates and six (6) alternates. 

One hundred six (106) to one hundred twenty-

five (125) authorized seven (7) delegates and 

seven (7) alternates. 

One hundred twenty-six (126) to one hundred 

forty-five (145) authorized eight (8) delegates 

and eight (8) alternates. 

One hundred forty-six (146) to one hundred six-

ty-five (165) authorized nine (9) delegates and 

nine (9) alternates. 

One hundred sixty-six (166) plus are authorized 

ten (10) delegates and ten (10) alternates. 

Proposed rewrite: Change numbers of dele-

gates to reflect count below 

Six (6) to fifteen (15) authorized two (2) dele-

gates and two (2) alternates. 

Sixteen (16) to thirty (30) authorized three (3) 

delegates and three (3) alternates. 

Thirty-one (31) to forty-five (45) authorized four 

(4) delegates and four (4) alternates. 

Forty-six (46) to sixty (60) authorized five (5) 

delegates and five (5) alternates. 

Sixty-one (61) to seventy-five (75) authorized 

six (6) delegates and six (6) alternates. 

Seventy-six (76) to one ninety (90) authorized 

seven (7) delegates and seven (7) alternates. 

Ninety-one (91) to one hundred five (105) author-

ized eight (8) delegates and eight (8) alternates. 

One hundred six (106) to one hundred twenty 

(120) authorized nine (9) delegates and nine (9) 

alternates. 

One hundred twenty-one (121) plus are author-

ized ten (10) delegates and ten (10) alternates. 

Bylaws Committee Postconvention Report (cont) 
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Justification. The size of our National organi-

zation membership is shrinking annually, and 

the number of delegates should be increased 

based on smaller overall number of members. 

According to Pam Montgomery, we have just 

200 MALs and our largest Chapter 62 

(Anniston) has 130 members. The proposed 

amendment reduces the maximum number of 

delegates from 166 to 121, and awards a maxi-

mum of 10 delegates to those with membership 

in excess of 120. This increased number of del-

egates may also increase convention attend-

ance if more individuals are permitted to vote. 

The amendment was not adopted. 

Four (4) amendments to the bylaws and stand-

ing rules were proposed by the Executive Board 

at the BOD meeting prior to the Convention on 

30 July 2026. 

Proposed Amendment #14 - ARTICLE XIV –

Revisions and Amendments to the Bylaws 

As written: Section 3 - Proposed amendments 

received after 1 April or from the floor during the 

Convention may be presented at the National 

Convention if submitted in writing prior to the 

session at which amendment voting takes 

place. Amendments of this category require an 

approval of nine-tenths (9/10) of the voting body 

at the National Convention. 

Proposed rewrite: Section 3 - Proposed 

amendments received after 1 April or from the 

floor during the Convention may be presented 

at the National Convention if submitted in writ-

ing prior to the session at which amendment 

voting takes place. Amendments of this catego-

ry require an approval of three-fourths (3/4) of 

the voting body at the National Convention. 

Justification: Achieving a 90 percent consen-

sus at convention is a high percentage to ex-

pect any voting body to achieve. The amend-

ment was adopted. 

Proposed Amendment #15 - ARTICLE IV – 

MEMBERSHIP. As written: Section 3 – Mem-

bers’ proof of service documents shall be vetted 

by their chapters, or in the case of a MAL by the 

Administrative Assistant, National Headquarters. 

Proposed rewrite: Changes chapters to read: 

Chapter President, and changes Administrative 

Assistant, National Headquarters to read: MAL 

Chair. 

Justification: Chapter President should be the 

individual vetting her new prospective new 

members. MAL Chair serves as de facto Chap-

ter President for Members-At-Large and should 

vet her prospective new members. 

An amendment to the amendment was offered 

to change Section 3 to read: Vetting of potential 

members’ proof of service documents shall be 

the responsibility of Chapter Presidents or the 

MAL Chair. The amendment to the amend-

ment was adopted and the amended amend-

ment was subsequently adopted. 

Proposed Amendment #16 - ARTICLE XVI – 

AUTHORIZED REIMBURSEMENT. As written: 

Section 4: Reimbursement for expenses for at-

tending National Convention. Subsection d. So-

cial event meal expenses may be reimbursed to 

members of the National Honor Guard who ac-

tively participate as uniformed members of the 

Honor Guard unit at the convention. Such reim-

bursement shall be limited to a maximum of ten 

(10) honor guard members, at 3 meals per con-

vention per participant. 

Proposed rewrite: Delete subsection d in its 

entirety. 

Justification: The Chapter Hosting the Con-

vention has to pay for 30 honor guard meals us-

ing Convention funds, which negatively impacts 

the convention revenue. Plus, the Band chapter 

is also working during convention and is not re-

imbursed for their meals which presents a des-

perate impact between member constituents. 

Proposed rewrite: Subsection e. and f. be-

come subsection d. and e. respectively. The 

amendment was adopted. 

Bylaws Committee Postconvention Report (cont) 
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Proposed Amendment #17 - ARTICLE II - 

PURPOSE: As written: The purpose of the as-

sociation is to promote the general welfare of all 

veterans, especially women veterans, who have 

served or are serving in the United States Army, 

the Army Reserve, and the Army National 

Guard; to recognize outstanding women in col-

lege ROTC units throughout the United States; 

to provide services and support to patients in 

medical facilities of the Department of Veterans 

Affairs throughout the United States; to provide 

civic betterment programs for the community; 

and, to provide social and recreational activities 

for members. The WACVA-AWU is a civilian or-

ganization comprised of women who have 

served or are currently serving in the United 

States Army. Our shared service and comrade-

ship unite us as a community; rank has no bear-

ing upon membership. 

Proposed rewrite: The purpose of the associa-

tion is to promote the general welfare of all vet-

erans, especially women veterans, who have 

served or are serving in the United States Army, 

the Army Reserve, and the Army National 

Guard; to recognize outstanding women in col-

lege ROTC units throughout the United States; 

to provide services and support to patients in 

medical facilities of the Department of Veterans 

Affairs throughout the United States; to provide 

civic betterment programs for the community; 

and, to provide social and recreational activities 

for members. The association is organized, and 

for which it shall be administered and operated, 

is to receive, administer, and expend funds for 

charitable and educational purposes in support 

of veterans, military service members, and their 

communities. The WACVA-AWU is a civilian or-

ganization comprised of women who have 

served or are currently serving in the United 

States Army. Our shared service and comrade-

ship unite us as a community; rank has no bear-

ing upon membership. 

Justification: Bylaws need to be updated to 

synchronize the purpose with the articles of in-

corporation documentation filed with the Wash-

ington, District of Columbia, and the IRS when 

we filed to become a 501c (3). The amend-

ment was adopted. 

Proposed Amendment # 1 to Standing Rule 

#4 National Convention. As written: 

National Convention: 

A registration fee for the National Convention 

shall be assessed as follows: 

All members who attend any portion of convention 

activities shall pay a registration fee of $25.00. 

Proposed rewrite: 1. All members who attend 

any portion of convention activities shall pay a 

registration fee of $50.00. 

Justification: The costs to host convention 

have increased significantly. We need to in-

crease convention fees accordingly to cover 

convention costs. 

An amendment to the amendment was of-

fered to change the standing rule to read: All 

members who attend any portion of convention 

activities shall pay a registration fee of $35.00. 

The amendment to the amendment was 

adopted and the amended amendment was 

subsequently adopted. 

I would like to offer a warm welcome to our two 

newest members of the Bylaws Committee: Lilli-

an Lennon, CH 94, and Alma Fernandez, CH 

56. I am also grateful for the support of the oth-

er members of the Bylaws committee: Stacey 

Barker-Isman, CH 67, Co-Chair; Robin Benkart, 

CH 120, PNP; and, Vickie Hajduk, CH 120, 

PNP. I am extremely thankful for the support of 

Angela Huth, National Parliamentarian, an ex 

officio member of our committee, who conduct-

ed a thorough review of the bylaws and offered 

several important amendments. 

Kimberly A. Enderle 
Chair, National Bylaws Committee 

Bylaws Committee Postconvention Report (cont) 
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Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings 

Chapter 3, Columbus, OH—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Belinda DiSario 740-963-2359 66 Lilac Cir Pickerington OH 43147 
Belinda.disario@ 
gmail.com 

1st VP Gail Goldman 614-859-7685 
4946 Whisper-
ing Falls Dr Groveport OH 43125 

drgoldman56@ 
gmail.com 

2nd VP Vacant — — — — — — 

Secretary 
Darlene Hem-
mingsen 740-739-8071 

227 Hillgail Rd 
SW Pataskala OH 43062 

dhemmingsen56@ 
gmail.com 

Treasurer Bethany Carpenter 937-209-1898 
745 A Kenny 
Ln Marysville OH 43040 

btnycarpenter@ 
yahoo.com 

Chaplain Georgia Amison 614-570-1197 
1500 Crest-
wood Ave Columbus OH 43227 

georgiama4817@ 
gmail.com 

Sgt at 
Arms Becky Vaughan 614-476-4825 

3883 Sugar-
bush Blvd Gahanna OH 43230 

Miladyjane@ 
hotmail.com 

Chapter 33, Northern, VA—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City 
State Zip Email 

President  254-371-7890      

1st VP  571-331-4435 79 Higgins Way    
k

 

2nd VP Kathy Silvia 724-316-6343 526 Park St  PA   

Secretary Vacant 
— — — — — — 

Treasurer Patricia Zagata   
China 
Grove NC   

Chaplain        

Sgt at 
Arms 

K. Linda Emer-
son    VA 22015  

mailto:steph.mitch@live.com
mailto:steph.mitch@live.com
mailto:nbr4kid@gmail.com
mailto:oldgolflady@gmail.com
mailto:oldgolflady@gmail.com
mailto:Kay.emerson10@gmail.com
mailto:Kay.emerson10@gmail.com
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Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 48, Saint Louis, MO—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Gail Lee 314-503-3029 505 Rayburn Ave Saint Louis MO 63126 
glee@yourestate 
matters.com 

1st VP — — — — — — — 

2nd VP — — — — — — — 

Secretary — — — — — — — 

Treasurer — — — — — — — 

Chaplain — — — — — — — 

Sgt at 
Arms 

— — — — — — — 

Chapter 56, Jacksonville, FL—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Yvette Moore 904-428-7695 10439 Ebbitt Rd Jacksonville FL 32246 
wac56pres@ 
gmail.com 

1st VP Junnie Watson 904-535-4680 
6237 Paint Mare 
Ln Jacksonville FL 32234 

Juner1968@ 
gmail.com 

2nd VP Ami Ritter 610-392-8197 4654 Suffolk Ave Jacksonville FL 32208 
ami.ritter@ 
aol.com 

Secretary Iris Mendez 904-504-2313 1802 Killarn Cir Middleburg FL 32068 
66otntpromis-
es@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Antoinette Up-
kins 773-443-3806 8408 Thor St Jacksonville FL 32216 

toniu22@ 
gmail.com 

Chaplain Theresa Melton 904-887-0975 
4461 Sun Gar-
den Dr Jacksonville FL 32257 

theresa79lr@ 
hotmail.com 

Sgt at 
Arms 

Angie Hernan-
dez Fisher 904-738-1013 

1780 Longleaf 
Pine Way Jacksonville FL 32225 

56hawu@gmail 
.com 

Chapter 62, Anniston, AL—Fiscal Year 2027 DRAFT 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Trish DeFrieze 256-689-2218 
329 Gun-
nells Rd Jacksonville AL 36265 

wacvach62@yahoo 
.com 

1st VP — — — — — — — 

2nd VP — — — — — — — 

Secretary — — — — — — — 

Treasurer — — — — — — — 

Chaplain — — — — — — — 

Sgt at 
Arms 

— — — — — — — 
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Chapter 63, Tacoma, WA—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President    Kent WA 98031 
2435lucas@ 
gmail.com 

1st VP  206-755-7614  
University 
Place WA 98466 

Dmv0908@ 
gmail.com 

2nd VP — — — — — — — 

Secretary Alice Hass 360-779-3162  Poulsbo WA 98370  

Treasurer    
University 
Place WA 98467  

Chaplain    Summer WA 98390  

Sgt at 
Arms Susan Colbert  

PO Box 
33819 

JBLM (Fort 
Lewis) WA 98433  

Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 67, Wolverine; Detroit, MI—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President  
313-218-

8519 (C)  
Shelby 
Twp MI 48315  

1st VP  248-224-1251  Ferndale MI 48220 aol.com 

2nd VP Vacant — — — — — — 

Secretary 
Fatima  
Cannonier 574-904-1672 

30734 Hennigan 
St Roseville 

MI 

48066  

Treasurer    Macomb 
MI 

48044  

Chaplain   
35200 Sims St, 
Apt 303 Wayne 

MI 

48184  

Sgt at 
Arms 

Tonya Gray-
Scarbrough  4108 17th St 

Wyan-
dotte MI 48192  

mailto:Finny65@outlook.com
mailto:Finny65@outlook.com
mailto:Alcramer2004@Yahoo.com
mailto:Alcramer2004@Yahoo.com
mailto:WACVA63@gmail.com
mailto:WACVA63@gmail.com
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Chapter 70, Bel Air, MD—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Rhonda Rhynes 443-226-6374 501 Gander Dr Joppa MD 21085 rhynes@aol.com 

1st VP 
Katherine (Kathy) 
Falu 302-276-5558 303 Laurel Ave Newark DE 19711 

katherifa@gmail 
.com 

2nd VP 
Konawetish 
(Renee) Fields 312-391-3406 

343 Hunters 
Run Dr Bel Air MD 21015 

konawetish@ 
.com 

Secretary Erica Sprey 410-245-8176 
601 Possum 
Trot Way Aberdeen MD 21001 

ejsprey@gmail 
.com 

Treasurer 
Patricia (Trish) St. 
Germain-Knee 443-970-2659 

915 N Angel 
Valley Ct Edgewood MD 21040 

pesaint1040@ 
gmail.com 

Chaplain 
Constance 
Rosser 410-499-2788 

3607 Woods-
dale Rd Abingdon MD 21009 

csrosser63@ 
comcast.net 

Sgt at 
Arms 

Katherine (Kathy) 
Kellner 410-925-1364 

2917 Overland 
Ave Baltimore MD 21214 

wkellner@verizon
.net 

Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 68, Phoenix, AZ—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City 
Stat

e 
Zip 

Email 

Presi-
dent    Maricopa AZ 85138  

1st VP Vacant — — — — — — 

2nd VP  602-689-4270  Chandler AZ 85226  

Secre-
tary 

Jacqueline 
Jackson 510-432-7457 

4002 W Serpen-
tine Dr 

San Tan 
Valley AZ 85141  

Treasur-
er    

Queen 
Creek AZ 85142  

Chaplain   — — — — julmaug@aol.com 

Sgt at 
Arms Vacant 

— — — — — — 
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Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 76, Denver, CO—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip 

President Joe Ann CV Gaytan 303-452-2311 6504 Lexis St Amarillo TX 79119 

1st VP Deb Davis 720-771-0344 
100 San Carlos Rd, 
Apt 209 Pueblo CO 81005 

2nd VP Carol Gomez 610-636-7211 272 Lowary Rd Ozark AL 36360 

Secretary Sherri Lafferty 720-496-8486 5350 SW 87th Ter Ocala FL 34481 

Treasurer Sherri Lafferty 720-496-8486 5350 SW 87th Ter Ocala FL 34481 

Chaplain 
Christina (Tina) 
Lilly 720-798-5480 18809 E Hawaii Dr Aurora CO 80017 

Sgt at 
Arms Marie Valenzuela 303-981-1944 13587 Raritan Way 

Westmin-
ster CO 80234 

Chapter 75, Pikes Peak; Colorado, CO—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Cindy Anderson 719-660-3641 
2106 Kensing 
Cir 

Colorado 
Springs CO 48315 

nodaknative@hotmail.
com 

1st VP Megan Schulze 719-396-5322 
5560 Moosa 
Rd Cascade CO 48220 

megschulze1@gmail. 
com 

2nd VP Deb Alvarado 402-332-7418 
4784 Lydia 
Grv 

Colorado 
Springs CO — 

deb.alvarado@gmail 
.com 

Secretary Terry Rudolph 719-310-7178 
2470 Mesa 
Rd 

Colorado 
Springs CO 48066 tar1rudy@gmail.com 

Treasurer Megan Schulze 719-396-5322 
5560 Moosa 
Rd Cascade CO 48044 

megschulze@gmail 
.com 

Chaplain Linda Kressler 719-232-1236 
9436 Dew 
Drop Ct 

Colorado 
Springs CO 48184 

wallycards@outlook 
.com 

Sgt at 
Arms Roxanne Banks 931-249-2680 

6372 Round-
up Butte St 

Colorado 
Springs CO 48192 

shihtzu_on_v@yahoo.
com 
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Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 95, Vista, AZ—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President 
Martha 
Louzy 520-227-1323 

4670 S Nato-
ma Trail 

Sierra 
Vista AZ 85650 twowash@msn.com 

1st VP 
Jeanette 
Davis 520-236-4391 

104 Third 
Street 

Huachuca 
City AZ 85616 

arnieandnette@ 
yahoo.com 

2nd VP 
Myra Robin-
son 520-236-8682 

940 Ocotillo 
Dr 

Sierra 
Vista AZ 85635 

myrarobinson@ 
gmail.com 

Secretary 
Margo Car-
lisle 520-508-1253 PO Box 1187 Hereford AZ 85615 

mlcarlisle@gmail 
.com 

Treasurer 
Margo Cam-
po 520-459-0733 PO Box 1084 Hereford AZ 85615 

mcampo@yahoo 
.com 

Chaplain Elva Torres 520-685-3991 

4250 E Foot-
hills Dr  
Apt 1091-G 

Sierra 
Vista AZ 85635 None 

Sgt at 
Arms Lori Wysong 520-227-9402 

5632 S Calle 
Sedillos Hereford AZ 85615 

lolowysong6@ 
gmail.com 

Editor Judy Carroll 520-439-5839 
1008 Via Ca-
brillo 

Sierra 
Vista AZ 85635 wacva95@aol.com 

Chapter 94, Killeen, TX—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Lillian Lennon 254-394-0021 
— — — — 

Zebrala-
dy12@yahoo.com 

1st VP Donna Wilson 254-383-4434 
— — — — 

Ladybmore410@ 
yahoo.com 

2nd VP Ebony Jones 580-917-9559 — — — — Msej73@gmail.com 

Secretary Georg Cleverley 254-466-5564 — — — — Gcleverley@aol.com 

Treasurer Patricial Prosise 254-458-8970 — — — — p.prosise@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Tricia Gilbert* 254-350-4647 
— — — — 

four-
mooreluv@gmail.com 

Sgt at Arms 
Evelyn L. Peel-
Hill 404-317-6841 

— — — — 
Evelyn.peel@yahoo.com 

Correspond-
ence Secre-
tary 

Jebrina William-
son 254-338-8116 

— — — — 

Jebrina82@yahoo.com 
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Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

Chapter 120, Pittsburgh, PA—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip 
Email 

President Chris Connor 412-253-9636 
3603 
McRoberts Rd Pittsburgh PA 15234 

Chris1406@yahoo 
.com 

1st VP 
Tammy Bar-
ber-Kamer 724-972-7713 1854 St Rt 981 Scottdale PA 15683 

sgmbarber@gmail 
.com 

2nd VP Robin Benkart 724-309-6100 
201 Simmons 
Ln Rostraver PA 15012 

onegemini@ 
hotmail.com 

Secretary Linda Jolly 412-848-9161 615 Otilla St Pittsburgh PA 15210 
Jollylin-
da65@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Benkart 724-309-6100 

201 Simmons 

Ln Rostraver PA 15012 
onegemini@ 
hotmail.com 

Chaplain 

Tammy Bar-

ber-Kamer 724-972-7713 1854 St Rt 981 Scottdale PA 15683 
sgmbarber@ 
gmail.com 

Sgt at 
Arms Laurie Kubli 724-841-2046 

751 Zandona 
St 

New Ken-
sington PA 15068 Tigercub1@aol.com 

Chapter 119, Roadrunners (Zoom), AZ—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip 
Email 

President 
Kathy De Los 
Reyes 360-698-7703 

8137 Kater Dr 
NE Bremerton WA 98311 

kwajkat@ 
comcast.net 

1st VP Lynette Dobbs 207-532-6713 
324 Back Ridge 
Rd Littleton ME 94730 

dobbslyn@gmail 
.com 

2nd VP 
Debbie Veld-
huis 602-573-4508 

10736 W  
Roundelay Cir Sun City AZ 85351 

Veldhuis57@ 
hotmail.com 

Secretary Gerry Berger 623-824-6578 
13337 West El 
Sueno Ct 

Sun City 
West AZ 85375 

bergergerry@ 
hotmail.com 

Treasurer Gerry Berger 623-824-6578 
13337 West El 
Sueno Ct 

Sun City 
West AZ 85375 

bergergerry@ 
hotmail.com 

Chaplain 
Cherry Ber-
nard 623-606-0713 63 Robbins Rd Hope ME 04847 

bernardsawards@ 
.net 

Sgt at 
Arms 

Linda Ruth 
Rego 253-370-6368 

1239 N  
Oklahoma St Kennewick WA 99336 

lindahabitat@ 
yahoo.com 
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Chapter 122, Pueblo, CO—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip Email 

President Denise Logue 217-741-6492 
1434 E Ithaca 
Dr Pueblo West CO 81007 

golfer5248@ 
gmail.com 

1st VP Roxie Frank 719-321-7693 4957 Becker Colorado City CO 81019 roxie81019@ 

2nd VP Vacant — — — — — — 

Secretary 
Brandi Jack-
son 720-988-9739 

575 North 
Matt Dr Pueblo West CO 81007 

Brandij602@ 
gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Barbara 
Snakenberg 719-287-8206 

2429 W Mon-
ument St Colorado Spr CO 80904 

snakenbertbarbara@ 
gmail.com 

Chaplain 
Corrie 
Newkirk 719-209-2041 

PO Box 
15085 Colorado Spr CO 80935 dzn97@msn.com 

Sgt at 
Arms Dee Dunlap 719-948-0095 1342 30th Ln Pueblo CO 81006 

deedunlap@ 
hotmail.com 

Chapter 121, Musicians, Virtual—Fiscal Year 2027 

Position Name Phone Address City State Zip 
Email 

President    Troy OH 45373 
was02wac@yahoo
.com 

1st VP Jeanne Pace 254-317-3526   TX 76542  

2nd VP Jeanne Pace 254-317-3526   TX 76542  

Secretary        

Treasurer  256-442-1272   AL   

Chaplain  606-273-1298   NC   

Sgt at 
Arms Starrann Wise 209-481-4236 

2770 Meadow-
point Dr Troy OH 45373  

Fiscal Year 2027 Chapter Officer Listings (cont) 

mailto:dzn97@msn.com
mailto:WACCW5@aol.com
mailto:WACCW5@aol.com
mailto:WACCW5@aol.com
mailto:WACCW5@aol.com
mailto:tvernau@gmail.com
mailto:tvernau@gmail.com
mailto:gedlara@charter.net
mailto:gedlara@charter.net
mailto:maryeboggs@icloud.com
mailto:maryeboggs@icloud.com
mailto:thunderbuddy9@yahoo.com
mailto:thunderbuddy9@yahoo.com
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Month   
Jan Jan–Feb Issue Released - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Feb Due 10 Feb (for Mar–Apr): 24 pages 
- Resume of previous convention minutes 
- Convention Info/forms 
- Call for proposed bylaw amendments 
- Announce resolution chair 
- National officer messages 

- Call for candidate profiles for National office (15 Feb) 
- Presidents Day 
- Four Chaplains Day (3 Feb) 
- National Vet Girls Rock Day—Celebrate Female Vets (19 Feb) 

Mar Mar–Apr Issue Released 

- Convention Minutes Printed 
- Convention information & forms pub-

lished on website & Facebook 
- Minutes due 
- Month of the Military Caregiver 

K9 Veterans Day (13 Mar) 
Vietnam Veterans Day (29 Mar) 

Women’s History Month 

Apr Due 10 Apr (for May–Jun): 24 pages 
- Proposed resolutions 
- Proposed bylaw changes 
- Candidate profiles 
- Call to convention 
- National officer messages 

- Chapter officer nominations 
- ROTC/PA awards (2 cadets) 
- Month of the Military Child 
- Gold Star Wives Day (5 Apr) 
- Military Brats Day (30 Apr, proposed) 

May May–Jun Issue Released 

Submit chapter delegates to National Convention 
Form to Credentials Chair (20 June) 

 

- WAC Anniversary (14 May) 
- Memorial Day 
- Armed Forces Day 
- Mother’s Day 

- Military Appreciation Month 
- National Day of Prayer (1st Thu) 
- VE Day (8 May) 
- Military Spouse Appreciation 

June Due 10 June (for Jul–Aug): 16 pages 
- Miscellaneous material 
- Chapter activities 
- National officer’s messages 
- 2023 convention reports 

-  
- Elect delegates/alternates to conven-

tion 
- End of fiscal year (30 Jun) 

- D-Day (6 Jun) 
- U.S. Army Birthday 
- Flag Day (14 Jun) 
- Father’s Day 

July Jul–Aug Issue Released 
- Officer & committee annual reports due 5 July for 
inclusion in Convention Program 

- Annual Dues renewal for Chapter Members and MALs 
- Independence Day (4 Jul) 

Aug Due 10 Aug (for Sep–Oct): 16 pages 
- Convention “Thank-you” 

 
- Miscellaneous material 
- National officer messages 

- WACVA-AWU convention 
- Anniversary of Camp McClellan—VJ Day (8 Aug) 

Sep Sep–Oct Issue Released 
 

- Labor Day 
- Patriot Day (11 Sep) 
- National 6888th CPDB Day (16 Sep) 
- Constitution Day (17 Sep) 

-  
- 

 

Oct Due 10 Oct (for Nov–Dec): 16 pages 
- Budget (quarterly) 
- Convention reports & budget 

 
- Adopted bylaw changes 

 
- National officer messages 

- Unpaid dues move members to delinquent 
- Columbus Day (12 Oct) 
- National Day of the Deployed (26 Oct) 
- Disbanding of the WAC (20 Oct 1978) 

Nov Nov–Dec Issue Release 

 

- Military Family Month 
- Veterans Day (11 Nov) (Armistice Day) 
- Laying of Wreath on Tomb of Unknown 

Dec –  
 

 

-  
-  
-  

Page Layout Specifications 

1. Margins: top & sides = 0.5; bottom = 1.0. 3. Font = Arial, headings font size = 14 or 16, & text size = 12. 
2. Report order: president, 1st VP, 2nd vice president,  4. Size: 8.5" × 11.0" page, folded and stapled. 

recording secretary, sergeant at arms, treasurer, & chaplain. 
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DO NOT DELAY 
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Preamble 
We, the members of the Women’s Army Corps 
Veterans’ Association, humbly petition the blessings 
of our Heavenly Father upon all our activities that we 
may grow in grace and glorify our purpose to be of 
service to all veterans. We pledge allegiance to the 
United States of America and the members in whose 
name we serve. We are resolved to promote justice, 
tolerance, peace, and goodwill among all men, 
toward the end that all wars may cease. 

 

 

AMERICA is #1 
Thanks to our Veterans! 


